The  2003  Louisiana  Conservationist  Calendar  is  a  special  issue  this  year 
because  it  marks  two  milestones  in  its  history.  The  first  milestone  will 
he  a  surprise  to  all  our  readers  because  it  is  the  first  time  the  calendar 
has  been  published  as  a  separate  issue.  In  past  years  the  calendar  served  as 
the  January/February  issue,  but  in  2003  our  readers  will  get  their  calendar  as 
usual,  plus  the  regular  six  issues  that  follow  throughout  the  year. 

The  second  important  change  in  the  calendar  is  that  it  features  the 
photography  skills  ofLDWF's  own  employees.  From  monitoring  marine  life 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  ensuring  healthy  forest  growth  and  wildlife  through 
prescribed  burnings,  the  Department  conducts  a  multitude  of  activities 
dedicated  to  the  protection  and  conservation  of  Louisiana's  natural  resources. 
These  photographs  were  taken  through  the  eyes  of  our  employees  as  they  see 
our  wildlife,  fisheries  and  natural  habitats. 


We  hope  you  enjoy  getting  the  calendar  early  this  year. 
Christmas  gift  for  anyone's  shopping  list. 
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spawn. 
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Tubular  red  and  uelloir 
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visited  by 
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Peak  Wood  Duck  nesting 
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Northern  migrating 
blue-winged  teal  returning; 
from  the  tropics  abundant 
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refer  to  these  birds  as 
"taster  ditcks"  at  this  time 
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Pink  shrimp  appear  in 
Chandcleur  Sound. 
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Conservation  order  for 
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red  fish,    is  one 
of  the  few 
saltwater  species 
providing  sport 
fishing  for  fall 
and  winter 
fishermen  in 
Louisiana.  Big 
"bull"  reds,  like 

the  one 
pictured  here, 
prefer  offshore  or 
deeper  waters  of 
lower  estuaries 
around  island 
passes  and 
channels. 
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far  f/ie  mosf 
common  member 
of  the  owl  family 
found  in 
Louisiana.    The 
general  color  of 
the  species  is 
dark  brown  with 
numerous  bars 
on  the  upper 
breast  and 
vertical  streaks  on 
the  belly   It  has 
no  ear  tufts  and 
its  eyes  are  so 
dark  they  actually 

TO   -Q 

Barred  Owl  and 
the  Barn  Owl  are 
the  only  large 
owls  in  Louisiana 
that  do  not  have 
yellow  eyes. 

Barred  Owl 

Photo  by 

David  Moreland 

State  Deer  Study  Leader 

Wildlife  Division 

5        CO 

CD 

r^ 

^ 

.,_ 

f.i 

i-l           1 

CvJ 

CO 

i| 

It 
II 

III 

;• 

f      CM 

CJ) 

CD 

CO 

CD 

Cvj 

CO 

s  1, 

1« 

If 

.,— 

Hi?  CO 

iJ  m 

3; 

CvJ 

<jy 

1 

^'i  5  7  t 

£i  S        "1 

51 

CM 

s 

CM 

=. 

tpli 

111 
as: 

i  = 
^  X 

u 

1 

1        }• 

llllli 

iri!  so 

7^  ?  ~ 

^  m 

11 

-g 

r^ 

^ 

-,_ 

CO 

1 

a 

1 

Cvj 

CM 

i      CD 

CO 

CD 

£ 

r^ 

1. 

1  ^  ^      -^^ 

CM 

^  r 

CM 

s 

ii 

?=1 

^ 

-:-; 

fs. 

-r  ^ 

'% 

5  S 

11 1 

i'4- 

£5 

-  = 

F    S 

6     7 
13  14 
20  21 
27  28 

LO 

,       Cvj 

O) 

^ 

CD 

Z^  rt  1-  CO  in 

.= 

1 — 

1     1 

liCM 

; 

.= 

c5     -y 

m^ 

■»i-"?tS 

! 

1° 

Is 

s<^o,»g° 

li 

2    1 

II 

«-«2as 

« 

1  ail         1 

F    S 

4     5 
11  12 
18  19 
25  26 

^ 

T— 

1 

CO 

-i 

LO 

.lir 

1 

"'" 

i 

CM 

i: 

i  III  i 

1  ill  If 

1 

i 

ll 
11, 

o^^ 


<^ 


2 


i 


'^. 


iiiyiBffifittiyii^jgig^^ 


CO 

«i5 

TO    ^    ^  :£    CO    ^ 

cruise 
by  the 
off 
la 

rn 

? 

CD     ^     ^ 

ivaters. 
ns 

and 

III 

Division 

f%l 

CO     TO 

5 

1 

1    O    TO 
III 

■^   CD   CL  e   ra   u 
§-:£    CO    q5    CD  ^ 

l4jOTO~Jcot-Ct3CDO)'^C^-C 
ct!    OT3S    OCO'^'=CQ~^E=C:    C 

S           O  ^tfic    ' 

fel 

,    r^ 

1^ 

.,— 

CO 

W-nSl'S 

^^ 

1 
1 

11^ 

i     c\i 

CvJ 

^H  ^  00  "  S!  2 

ai.^11 

t  le 

li?iiO 

1  1© 

M 

1     CD 

luco 

o 

r^ 

1 

CM 

CvJ 

sr";:s 

i^K 

Ijllll 

25     ''*nS 

^   , 

.       LO 

C^J 

1      CD 

CD 

1^ 

CvJ 

^^^ 

1 
S5 

-5- 

i 
If 

^$ 

E  5 

3  1 

o 

^ 

.,_ 

CO 

= 

LO 

fl  "^ 

i!. 

111 

CM 

0 

ll  .CO 

,    o 

r^ 

^ 

Mil 

5  '^  -5  t;  a 

^^^~ 

CM 

sianafis 

i  Weber's 
h  caught 
ranksfir 
ater  spec 

1 

11 

Pn 

JIflll 

il 

if 

O 

.    tCvI 

O) 

CD 

CO 

,  i  o 

O 

I  tl 

II  il 

CvJ 

fil.CO 

iiti 

ilii 

1 

rfi  II 

1   °° 

n\^ 

1^ 

S^ 

g3 

III!  1  il 

•5 

III 

II 

3 

IJil  f  II 

1 

iifi 

il 

;• 

The  economic 
impact  of  the 
Louisiana  shnmp 
industry  accounts 

for  more  than 
$2  billion  each 
year,  with 
approximately 
22,000  people 
relying  on  the 

industry  to  provide 
for  themselves 
and  their  families. 
The  industry  holds 
cultural  and 
historical 
significance  as 
well  promoting  the 
state's  reputation 
throughout  the 
country  and 
around  the  world 
as  a  haven  of 
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Barataria  Pass 

Photo  by 

Bnan  Hardcastle 

Biologist  III 

Marine  Fisheries  Division 
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Common  in  the 
waters  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico, 
Requiem  sharks 
(Carcharhinidae) 

are  the  largest 
family  of  sharks 
in  North  America, 
containing  26 
species.  While 
some  are 
harmless  to 
people,  the 
larger  species  are 
considered 
dangerous. 

Requiem  Sharks 

Photo  by 

Richard  Be/arano 

Biologist  II 

Marine  Fisheries  Division 
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Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds  pas^ 
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to  Central  America. 
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Begin  mowing  strips 
through  dove  field-. 

16 

Family  groups  of 
Swallow-tad  Kites  -oar  ,.;r, 
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Sabine  river  basins. 
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children's  reach 
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Louisiana  fishing  record: 

Vernon  C.  loliiison,  Ir's 
4.88  pound  spotted  bass 
caught  at  Tickfaw  River  in 
August,  1976,  ranks 
first  in  the                   U 
freshwater  species          1 
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Begin  scouting  hunting 
areas  and  check 
mast-producing  trees. 
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First  Blue-winged  Teal  and 
Pintail  begin  appearing. 
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Bull  redfish  begin 
congregating  near  lidal 
passes. 
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Timber  rattlesnakes  give 
birth. 
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Louisiana  fishing  record: 

lames  L.  Taylor's 
47.5-pound  striped  bass 
caught  in  Toledo  Bend 
August,  1991,  ranks 
first  in  the                ^ 
fieshwater  species      l^^ 
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Pygmy  rattlesnakes  give 
birth. 
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Muscadine  grapes  ripen 
throughout  the  state. 
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LDWF  is 
responsible  for 
managing  the 
state's  American 
allipator  (Alliqator 

CO 
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resource. 
Landowners  and 
licensed  trappers 
and  farmers  may 
participate  in 
harvests  of  wild 
alligators, 
alligator  eggs  and 
nuisance 
alligators. 
Income  derived 
from  these 
programs 
encourages 
landowners  to 
maintain  their 
wetlands  and 
enhance  their 
properties  for 
alligator  habitat. 

American 
Alligator 

Pfioto  by  Jeff  Boundy 

Biologist  III 
Fur  &  Refuge  Division 

1    CO 

If 
It 

1 1 

CO 

Wlhte  shrimp  begin  to 
migrate  to  the  Gulf  as  watei 
temperatures  cool. 

20 

National  Hunting  and 
Fishing  Day 

27 

OCTOBER 

S    M    T  W   T    F    S 

12     3     4 
5     6     7     8     9    10  11 
12  13  14  15  16  17  18 
19  20  21  22  23  24  25 
26  27  28  29  30  31 

LO 

if 

Make  preparations  for 
September  teal  season. 

12 

Peakmigrationl-to'iuoiof 
tree  ducks  in  iiiai-iic-  and 
ricefields. 

19 

Rosh  Hashanab 

26 

AUGUST 

S    M   T  W   T    F    S 

1      2 
3     4     5     6     7     8      9 
10  11  12  13  14  15  16 
17  18  19  20  21  22  23 
24  25  26  27  28  29  30 
31 

^ 

> 

CO 

11      LO 
II      CM 

il     '• 

CO 

I9 

O 

t^ 

Peak  spazvning  of  redfisb. 

24 

CvJ 

First  cool  fronts  initiate 
movement  of  flounder. 

black  drum  from  inarsbes  to 
deep  waters. 
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Box  turtles  foraging  in 
linrdwood  forests. 
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Last  i^apher  tortoise  c\:gs 
liatcii. 

Mussel  season  close-. 
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Labor  Day 

DMAP  application 
deadline. 

Coastal  Conservation     T 
Association  S.TA.R.          1 
Tournament  ends  at           | 
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Louisiana  fishing  record: 
Donald  M.  Marion's 
11. 00-pound  white  hold 
caught  in  September,  1973, 
ranks  first  in  the 
saltwater  species  ^k    ^^ 

Time  to  plant  winter  wheal 
and  clover  food  plots. 
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Peregrine  Fiiboii-i.iiiin 
from  nortlieni  bicediiig 
grounds. 
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ALBC  State  Team 
Tournament,  Red  River 
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Gulf  sturgeon  migrate  out 
of  rivers  into  the  Gulf 

Squirrel  and  rabbit  seasons 
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White-fronted  Geese  begin 
to  arrive  in  southwest 
rieefields. 
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Neotropical  birds  move 
through  the  state. 

Deer  rut  underway  in 
Area  3. 
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Speckled  trout  and  mlfi-h 
move  to  upper  cstiumc- 
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Archery  and  commercial 

open. 
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Begin  froodingrwc  fields  for 
waterfowl. 
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1  \vr  rut  underway  in 
Woodcock  arriviiii;  in  slate 
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Gift  subscriptions  to 
Louisiana  Conservationist 
are  very  affordable. 
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The  original 
Manchac 
lighthouse  was 
built  in  1839.  This 
is  the  third 
lighthouse  on  this 
site,  which  was 
constructed  in 
1857,  with  a 
connecting 
two-story  dwelling 
for  the  lighthouse 
keeper  and  his 
family  The 
property  is  now 
owned  by  the 
Louisiana  Office  of 
State  Lands  and  is 
currently  under 
restoration. 
Photo  taken  in 
November,  1998. 

Pass  Manchac 
Lighthouse 

Photo  by 

Jimmy  Ernst 

Biologist  Supervisor 

Fur  and  Refuge  Division 

Back  cover: 
Buttermilk  Racer 

Photo  by  Jeff  Boundy 

Biologist  III 
Fur  &  Refuge  Division 
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Brown  Pelicans  begin 
nesting  on  Queen  Be-- 
Island 
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Broion  pods  of  the  nne  :r!ld 
coco  orchid  are  evident  lu 
upland  longleaf  pine  iin',i~ 
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Sheepshend  catches  incien-e 
with  low  tidal  condition-. 
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Give  the  gift  that  arrives  six  times  a  year.  Each  issue  is 
educational,  entertaining  and  complete  with  full-color 
photographs  of  Louisiana's  most  scenic  areas  and  unique 
species.  Don't  delay.  Order  Now! 


— Send  NEW  subscription  to: 

Name 


Address. 


City-State-Zip 

n  1  year,  6  issues,  $12  G  2  years,  12  issues,  $20 

—Send  GIFTS  to: - 


LA  Residents  add  4%  lax 
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Address. 
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The  2003  Louisiana  Conservationist  Calendar  is  Here! 

Give  a  gift 
rder  now  for  only  $8.00! 


-Send  CALENDAR  to: 


Name_ 


City-State-Zip_ 


#  of  calendars    x    $8.00  each 


LA  Residents  add  4' 


Payment  Method 

D  CHECK7MONEY  ORDER  U  CREDIT  CARD  C  BILL  ME 

If  payment  is  made  with  a  credit  card,  please  complete  the  following: 

□  Mastercard  D  Visa  [I  American  Express        Card  Number 

Expiration  Date 

Signature 

Total  amount  paid  $ 


Instructions 

OFill  out  the  appropriate  form 
for  a  new  or  gift  subscription  or 
additional  calendars 
OAdditional  calendars  may  be 
purchased  separately  for  $8.00. 
OMark  the  method  of  payment. 
OMail  this  entire  page  to  the 
address  listed  below.  Be  sure  the 
mailing  label  from  the  back 
cover  is  included. 
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Louisiana  Conservationist 

P.O.  Box  98000 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70898 
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